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Burrillville Historical & Preservation Society Newsletter
Civil War Expo edition — June 2013

Civil War Expo
On May 4-5th Civil War history came alive at the Bridgeton
School. It was a busy weekend. Besides being able to view
displays about our Burrillville soldiers, there was a Civil War
book sale, bake sale, raffle, a Civil War music display and
cemetery tours. The Providence Brigade Band performed outside on the grounds and two Civil War authors made presentations. Mark Dunkelman gave a talk on his book titled
"Gettysburg's Unknown Soldier: The Life, Death, and Celebrity
of Amos Humiston”. Les Rolston gave a talk about immigrant
soldiers who received the Medal of Honor during the Civil
War. His book is titled “Home of the Brave.” John Currier reenacted the character of General George Sears Greene, hero at
the Battle of Gettysburg. During the war over 170 soldiers
enlisted from the town of Burrillville and served in various
regiments. Most of our soldiers served in the 4th, 7th and 12th
R. I. Volunteer regiments. They also served in the R. I. Cavalry, the R. I. Light Artillery and the R. I. Heavy Artillery.
Most of our soldiers who were wounded or killed in the Civil
War fought at such places as Antietam, Fredericksburg and Petersburg. Many died of illness and disease.
******************************

John Currier portraying the character of
General George Sears Greene, hero at
the Battle of Gettysburg.

Civil War Expo. It was an amazPresident’s Message ing event! I would especially like
****************************** to thank Henry Duquette for organizing the speakers, the band and
Chimney restoration work the re-enactors. This is what truly
will begin at the Bridgeton made the event special. He also
School this July! Independent marked every Civil War gravesite in
Chimney LLC from Wakefield, town and repaired the broken railing
R.I. has been contracted to do at the School. I would like to thank
the work.
Staging will be Richard Nolan for donating materials
erected in the parking lot and so that we could build a landing at
will extend 35 feet to the chim- the base of the Bridgeton School’s
back stairs creating safer access. He
ney.
I would personally like to also donated 5 reams of paper.
Have a great summer!
thank all the dedicated volunBetty
Mencucci
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teers who helped out at our

Special presentation
Tuesday, Oct. 22 – Anthony Ursillo will be presenting a slideshow on Frederick “Big Shang”
Bailey and his roadhouse in
Johnston. 7:00 p.m. Read more
about “Big Shang” in the next
issue of “The Historian”.

Reminder
March was membership month. If you forgot
to pay your dues, send it in today. A single
membership is only $10.00 and a family
membership is $15.00.
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Civil War Cemetery Tour

Cemetery Report

On June 2nd, BH&PS held a Civil War cemetery
tour of the Pascoag and St. Patrick’s Cemeteries.
It was led by Henry Duquette, (BH&PS member
and a member of the Sons of Union Veterans in
the Civil War). Henry is a Civil War enthusiast
and very knowledgeable about its history, and included interesting aspects of various battles from
the soldiers’ stories. Betty Mencucci assisted
Henry and provided personal information about
the soldiers’ lives.

The Cemetery Committee has been busy working in
various cemeteries this spring. On April 7 Cemetery
#75 at Addieville East Farm was cleaned, and as part
of the Earth Day cleanup, we worked in Cemetery
#83 near Spring Lake. Burrillville Wolf Pack Scouts
cleaned the cemetery at Howard Avenue in May and
it was later mowed by one of our members. Henry
Duquette and Richard Nolan created a path to the gate
of Cemetery #46 in Mapleville so that we can have
access to the cemetery without having to jump over
the stone wall. It was reported that parts of the Riverside Cemetery in Harrisville were burned by the Harrisville Fire Department. The Committee is sending a
letter to the Harrisville Fire District so this will not
happen again. We also welcome Lisa Dale as the
newest member of our cemetery group.

Cemetery Conservation Report

Henry Duquette (right) tour guide at Pascoag Cemetery

Self-Guided Civil War Cemetery Tour
If you would like to visit the graves of our Civil
War soldiers, Betty Mencucci and Henry Duquette
have developed a self-guided tour of 16 cemeteries. The graves have been marked with tiny orange flags. You may request this guide by sending
an email to bmencucci@cox.net.

Stone conservation work at Cemetery #75 at Addieville is almost complete. All the stones have been reset/repaired, 3 new bases have been cast and almost
the entire cemetery has been re-landscaped. This
cemetery was a dense thicket of sumac bushes completely hiding all the gravestones. The sumacs were
dug out by hand and the cemetery has been planted
with grass seed. This cemetery contains the burial of
Captain John Smith, son of one of Burrillville’s first
settlers.

Thanks to Everyone Who Helped at the Expo

BH&PS would like to thank everyone who helped
out during the Civil War Expo. We would like to
extend a big thanks to those Civil War enthusiasts
who came from out of town to help make our
event a success, including the Providence Brigade
Band; Mark H. Dunkelman, author; Les Rolston,
author; John Currier, re-enactor; and the many
other re-enactors that stood on the grounds of our
headquarters firing muskets, answering questions
and demonstrating weapons. We would also like
to thank Navigant Credit Union and Dunkin
Donuts for helping us sponsor the event. A big
thank you also to those who donated prizes for our
raffle: Dinos, Roots and Shoots, Mapleville Farm,
and the Western Hotel.

Cemetery #75. This used to be a dense tangle of
sumac bushes completely hiding all the headstones.

We have also completed stone conservation work in
Cemetery #65 in Mohegan which has two burials.
One stone was broken in two and the other was loose
in its base.
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volver in hand, at their rear, I rode rapidly toward
our line.
"As I reached headquarters with my captives,
General Curtin asked with much surprise where I
captured these men. 'Up in the brush, general,' I
answered. 'Where is General Peckham?' asked
the general, and I replied: 'I don't know, general;
I lost him in the brush.'
"Just then Doctor Blackwood, of our staff,
came up and asked: 'What's the matter with your
arm, Joe?' 'Nothing, except it feels a little warm.'
Then I saw that the blood of the bayonet wound
had run to my hand and over my revolver, which
I was still holding. Just then General Peckham
rode up to us and, being questioned by General
Curtin as to where I had captured the rebels, he
said: 'I do not know-while riding through the
brush with Taylor following me, as I supposed, I
suddenly missed him. Two or three minutes later
I heard a shot to my left and rear, and, thinking
that by getting too far out of the woods Taylor
had been hurt, I immediately returned to see
about the matter.'
"General Curtin ordered the prisoners disarmed
and said to me: 'Well done, Taylor you will get a
Medal of Honor for this.'"
Joseph Taylor was born
in Leeds, England December 16, 1847 and came to
the United States with his
family and settled in Burrillville. On August 11,
1862 he enlisted in the
Seventh Regiment R. I.
Volunteers and was musJoseph Taylor,
awarded the Medal of tered out on June 9, 1865.
Thirty-three years later on
Honor.
July 20, 1897 he received
the Medal of Honor. Joseph Taylor died February
24, 1914 in Lowell, MA and is buried at Edson
Cemetery in Lowell, MA.
Source: Ancestry.com. U.S. Civil War
Soldier Records and Profiles.

Donations
Timothy Finnegan – 2 scrapbooks containing articles and photos about his father, Jim Finnegan,
who was a star athlete in the 1940s.
Evelyn Leduc – let us scan photos of Stillwater Mill
taken in 1984 and 1990.
Burrillville Soldier Joseph Taylor,
Medal of Honor Recipient

On the morning of August 18,1864, at the Weldon
Railroad, VA, Private Joseph Taylor, of Company E,
Seventh Rhode Island Infantry, was detached from
his company on detail as a mounted orderly at brigade headquarters and ordered to escort AdjutantGeneral Peleg E. Peckham through some nearby timber.
"The day was very hot and the country had been
fairly flooded by rains," Private Taylor narrates.
"We were riding quite rapidly and when we reached
the woods I found them so dense and so filled with
underbrush that it was with great difficulty I followed the General. Every now and then the limbs
and branches of the brush pushed aside by my leader
would spring back, striking my horse in the face so
that I could not make it keep its gait. Thus, not being
able to keep up with the general, I undertook to skirt
the edge of the wood. In a short while I lost sight of
him, but, believing that I would soon see him again,
continued on, as I thought I could hear his horse going.
"Suddenly, to my entire surprise, I ran against a
Confederate picket post of three infantrymen, who
appeared to be as greatly surprised as myself. Immediately drawing my revolver, I commanded them to
surrender and get out to the rear as quickly as possible, as a cavalry charge was to be made right over the
ground where we were standing. I did not know
whether there was any cavalry within ten miles, but
the thought came to me and I simply said it.
"The three men had stacked arms, which I ordered
them to carry, when I felt a sharp pain, caused by a
fourth Confederate, whom I had overlooked, lunging
his bayonet through my right arm. I at once emptied
a chamber of my revolver into his left breast and he
dropped. Knowing that my shot would give an
alarm, I ordered my three prisoners forward, and, re-

BH&PS earns money from DINO’S and
IGA slips. BH&PS receives a percentage of the

total. Drop them off at the Jesse M. Smith
Library, mail them or bring them to a meeting.
Proceeds are used to preserve our archives!
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Civil War Stories by Betty Mencucci
John C. Brown Enlists at age 13.
John C. Brown was born in North Berwick, ME, on April 1,
1851. Made strong by good hard work, John thought he was
able to carry a musket as well as some of the older boys who
had left the village and gone off to war. When he was 13
years old, he stood 5 feet, 5 inches in height and weighed
155 pounds. He ran away from home and enlisted on February 18, 1865, fooling the recruiting officer by lying about
his age and stating that he was 18. Brown joined Co. D of
the 20th ME Infantry, in of command of Col. Spear. He was
in a number of minor engagements in Virginia but his most
memorable battle was at Five Forks, VA. It was his 14th
birthday, April 1, 1865. Twice he was hit, once in the neck
and once in the jaw, but neither was a dangerous wound.
Brown was also present at the surrender of General Lee and
stood less than 100 yards from the place where it took place. After the war, he worked
in the Nasonville Woolen Mill and lived with his family in one of the company’s tenements. He died in 1931 and is buried in the Pascoag Cemetery.

Escape from Dixie
Peter Friery was a private in Company D, 4th Rhode Island Regiment, when he was captured at the mine explosion before Petersburg, VA
on July 30, 1864. He was sent to a rebel prison
camp in Danville, VA. This prison camp was actually a series of 6 separate tobacco warehouses.
On October 10, 1864 a group of prisoners overpowered the guards and escaped into the woods.
Peter Friery from Burrillville was one of the prisoners who escaped along with 96 others. Among
Friery’s associates were John Arnold of Woonsocket and Phillip Potter from Glocester. About two months later, he arrived home in
Burrillville and did not know if his friends had gotten through the enemy’s lines or
been recaptured.

Headstone for Frederick F. Young, Burrillville Soldier
Frederick F. Young, son of Sterry Young, was born in 1842 or 1843 in Burrillville.
When the war broke out, he was a machinist residing in his home town. On July 1,
1861 Frederick mustered into service with the 15th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry.
He fought at the Battle of Antietam and died on Nov. 7, 1862 of wounds received during that battle. He was buried in North Smithfield, R.I. In May 1870, the General Assembly of R.I. appropriated $1000 toward the erection of suitable headstones at the
graves of all soldiers of Rhode Island who fell during the Rebellion, and whose graves
were not already designated with an appropriate memorial. One hundred gravestones
were purchased at a cost of $25.00 each. They were made of Italian marble, about 3
feet high and 20 inches wide and were erected on a red sandstone base. One of these
headstones was for Frederick F. Young of Burrillville. The inscription reads:
"Frederick F. Young, Private, Co., K , 15th MA Volunteers, d. 10 Nov 1862 of wounds
received in the U. S. Service during the Great Rebellion aged 19 years."
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