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Bridgeton School Chimney
Work Complete
The Bridgeton School chimney restoration
project began on July 8 and was completed
on July 29. Independent Chimney LLC of
Wakefield, RI was hired to do the job. The
project involved setting up staging 40 feet
tall to have access to the chimney. Sections
of the brick chimney under and around the
bluestone tops were reconstructed using
bricks of similar size and color. The chimney was also repointed. Two 6” x 35’
stainless steel liners were installed to stop
any penetration of flue gasses into the interior. The two furnaces were connected to
Rear of the Bridgeton School showing staging
the stainless steel liners with the installation
July 15, 2013
of new flue pipes. A Zero Burn Zero Smoke
insulating material was put around the outside of the liners the entire height of the chimney and new flashing was installed at the roofline. Chimney
Saver Solvent Base Waterproofing was applied to exterior bricks. The total cost of the project was
$17,499.62 and was paid for with grant money from the 1772 Foundation and the Champlin Foundations.
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Meetings
Tues., Sept. 24 – 7:00 p.m. Slide
presentation “Gravestone Conservation work at the Capt. John
Smith lot in Mapleville.”
Special Presentation
Tuesday, Oct. 22 – Anthony Ursillo will be presenting a slideshow on Frederick “Big Shang”
Bailey and his roadhouse in
Johnston.
7:00 p.m.
Read
about “Big Shang’s” exploits
during the Civil War on page 4.
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Please DO NOT try to repair
gravestones
We are constantly trying to get the message out to
the general public that they should not try to repair
broken headstones. It is best to leave the stone
alone or acquire the services of a professional
gravestone conservator. All too often as we work
in different cemeteries, we encounter gravestones
that have been previously repaired incorrectly.
We find all types of adhesives that should not
have been used, such as hard Portland mortars,
Liquid Nails adhesives, and various types of
caulking. When a gravestone has been repaired
incorrectly, the repair
will soon fail, causing
further damage. Tremendous forces are
exerted on the stone
during freeze-thaw
cycles and the incorrect adhesive fails.
When it lets go, the
broken part either
falls or stays balanced
for awhile until someone touches it.
At
this point it can be a
real safety issue. Unsuspecting visitors to
Improper repair of
Bathsheba Sherman
a graveyard can be segravestone,
riously injured by falRiverside Cemetery
ling stones. Once the
incorrect adhesive
fails, the residue is very difficult to remove without causing further damage (especially the hard
Portland mortars and epoxies). The end result is a
gravestone that can NEVER be repaired properly.
Sadly this is what happened recently to the Bathsheba Sherman gravestone at Riverside Cemetery.
Mabel
Hopkins
cleaning
the Josiah
Corbett lot
at
Riverside
Cemetery
in
Harrisville
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Cemetery Report
This summer Cemetery #46 (located behind Ideal
Pizza) in Mapleville has received a great deal of attention. In June a path was created through the brush
and the poison ivy was sprayed. In July, three Boy
Scouts spent several days cutting brush and raking the
grounds. We plan to reset and repair the stones in this
cemetery next year. Cemetery #2 on East Wallum
Lake Road was inspected and an effort was made to
begin killing the poison ivy.
Also back in May, the Josiah Corbett lot at Riverside
Cemetery was raked and the brush was clipped.

Cemetery Conservation Report
We have continued to work in the Howard Avenue
Cemetery in Pascoag resetting some large monuments
that were loose and cleaning some of the large granite
monuments. We have constructed two large bases for
John and Lucy Marsh and will be using the tripod to
set those two stones.
Stone conservation has begun at
Cemetery #83 near Spring Lake. This
is a small cemetery with about 10
burials. The gravestone of Samuel
Mosely is being repaired.
Mr.
Mosely was one of the first owners of
Spring Lake Beach.
We are also working at Cemetery
#29 on Ironmine Road. Unfortunately, this cemetery was heavily vandalized in the past. There are a numSam Mosely ber of broken stones and we are findgravestone
ing fragments scattered throughout the
cemetery.

Henry Duquette finds a missing
piece to this broken stone at
Cemetery #29

Harris Phetteplace
gravestone seen here
being propped up with
stones at Cemetery
#83, has been reset.
Left: Carlo Mencucci
creating new bases
for John and Lucy
Marsh at Cem #12
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Donations
Robert Perreault– two chairs from Indian Acres

Annual Open House
Yard Sale, Book Sale,
Bake Sale
Saturday, October 12, 2013
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Cemetery Tours

Yard Sale Rain date:
Sunday, October 13th

We are honoring the soldiers from
Burrillville who fought in the Civil War.
Come and learn about their service.
We need yard sale items, baked goods
and people to help on the day of the
sale. Please Volunteer!
Open House/Bake Sale/Book Sale
will be held rain or shine

We are planning to conduct tours this fall of the
Riverside Cemetery located across from the Harrisville Fire Department. The tour will tell the
story of some of the notable people buried there
and their connection to the history of Burrillville.
The Sherman family will be highlighted with a
history of the Sherman Farm. Others include Philander Putnam and his connection to Spring
Lake; Clarence S. Remington and the sinking of
the Narragansett; Frank N. White, lumber dealer;
and others. The tours will be held on Thursday,
October 24 and Saturday, October 26 at 4:00 pm.
The cost is $4.00 per person (non-members); and
$2.00 for BH&PS members.. Please call 5688449 to reserve.

Halloween Bazaar

Holiday Bazaar

Saturday, October 26th, 9-3 p.m.

Saturday, November 16 and 23
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Penny Social
Halloween Decorations
Halloween Treats and
Crafts for sale

We need crafts, homemade gifts,
baked goods
and items for our
penny social and
Thanksgiving
Food Basket.

Selection of Horror,
Mystery and Murder
novels for sale

Please consider
donating to this
annual fundraising event.

Come and learn about our Adopt-a-Cemetery
program and the gravestone conservation work
in progress
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Frederick Bailey- “Big Shang” in the Civil War by Betty Mencucci
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BH&PS Officers

The following information was obtained from a booklet Mr. Bailey wrote about his life.

Frederick Bailey’s father died when he was 16. Bailey became a sailor and was in the
West Indies when he heard of the firing on Fort Sumter. He came back to the United
States and enlisted in the Second Rhode Island Regiment, Co. I, for three years. In July
1861 he fought in the First Battle of Bull Run. He was taken prisoner and sent to a
prison in Richmond, Virginia.
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Meanwhile, the US Government captured a Confederate privateer vessel, tried the offenders by court-martial and sentenced them to be shot. While these men were awaiting execution, the Confederates picked out 350 prisoners captured at the First Battle of
Bull Run and said they would retaliate by executing these prisoners. Frederick Bailey
was one of these 350 prisoners; as well as Lieutenant Church of Rhode Island. The privateers were not executed after hearing of this threat of retaliation.
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In the beginning, Frederick Bailey was held in a four-story tobacco warehouse in Richmond, VA. On the first floor, there were tobacco presses for making tobacco into
plugs. The prisoners were kept on the second and third floors with several hundred on
each floor. One day he discovered a narrow opening to the fourth floor and discovered
hundreds of pounds of tobacco leaves, manufactured tobacco and New England rum.
He began to sell tobacco to the other prisoners and invented a story that he had run past
a guard and obtained it outside.
Later the prisoners were transferred to Tuscaloosa, Alabama by a man known as the
“Dutch Sergeant.” The “Dutch Sergeant” was Captain Wurtz who later was in charge
of Andersonville Prison. At the end of the war, Captain Wurtz was hung by the government for his harsh and cruel treatment of prisoners at Andersonville. The prison
was an old hotel with all the windows boarded up. After the first few weeks, about 150
of the 350 men imprisoned there died of diarrhea. Bailey was kept there 4 months and
then sent to a prison in Salisbury, N.C.
While in Salisbury, the prisoners lived on short rations. Each soldier received about 7
ounces of bread, one ounce of fresh pork and a small cupful of very weak soup. This
was served once a day at four o’clock. Bailey was taking care of a very sick man and
when the man died, Bailey kept him for a couple of days to get the man’s rations. Mr.
Bailey said, “I could have eaten the rations of six men and still be hungry.” He was 6’
7” tall.
One man in each prison camp was appointed by the prisoners to be the boss. This man
made sure that each prisoner received his rations and dealt with vermin on the prisoners. The prisoners always wore the same underwear and it was removed 2 or 3 times a
day to kill vermin. The boss would shout, “Prepare to skirmish!” and the prisoners
would pull off their shirts. At the command, “Skirmish!” they would kill as many lice
and other vermin as they could.
During his life in prison, Bailey was constantly looking for ways to make money and
getting into trouble. When he was finally released from prison he continued with the
same behavior: smoking cigars and drinking while on duty, stealing watermelons, not
reporting for duty, etc. Bailey always managed to beat the system and avoid punishment. He fought at the Battle of Fredericksburg, Salem’s Heights, Gettysburg and a
small battle at Funkstown, Maryland.
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