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“Debunking The Conjuring” Attracts Capacity Crowd
At our January 28th meeting we
had the largest audience everevery seat was filled! People
came from all over town and from
as far away at South County to
hear Norma Sutcliffe talk about
how the movie, “The Conjuring”
has adversely affected her life.
They listened to Kent Spotswood
debunk Bathsheba Sherman’s
involvement in any of the happenings at the Arnold/Richardson
house. Kent was disturbed that a
person who died 128 years ago
could be accused of such evil
things in the present without one
shred of documentation.
We
Kent Spottswood and Norma Sutcliffe speak to a packed audience.
support Norma’s and Kent’s
cause, because it is our job as a
historical society to research historical records and report the facts.
******************************

We are hoping to hold a Civil
President’s Message War Expo again this year during the
****************************** first weekend in May. This was an
exceptional event last year, and we
BH&PS is promoting 2 tours hope to enjoy the same this year. If
in 2014. One is a day trip to you would like to become involved,
Salem, MA in October; the please call.
other is a once-in-a-lifetime
It’s March, so it’s time to renew
New Year’s Tour to Pasadena, your membership. Dues are only
CA to see the Tournament of $10 for a single membership and
Roses Parade. These are fund- $15 for a family membership.
raising opportunities for us, as Please fill out the membership form
we will receive a percentage and send it in today. We hope you
from the cost of these tours.
will continue to support BH&PS in
Please note that the March whatever way you can.
1
meeting has been canceled.
Betty Mencucci

Meetings
March meeting - canceled
Tuesday, April 22 – 7:00 p.m.
New Year’s Tour presentation
by Mike Ziegler.
Also,
slideshow on work completed
at Cemetery 29, the Cooke/
Thayer Lot on Ironmine Road.
Election of Officers.
Tuesday, May 27 – 7:00 p.m.
Slideshow of Wallum Lake
photos from the Miller Collection.
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BH&PS is Promoting

Halloween in
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Burrillville Historical & Preservation
Society is promoting a Collette Tour

California New Year’s Getaway
featuring the Tournament of
Roses Parade

Salem, MA
Sunday, October 19, 2014
Come join us on an all-day bus trip to visit Salem,
America’s most exciting Halloween destination.
You can visit the Salem Witch Museum, the
House of Seven Gables, haunted houses, shops,
Halloween attractions, etc. The cost is only
$39.00 for members and $40 for non-members.
There will be a pickup in town if we can get at
least 10 people to sign up. Don’t miss this exciting opportunity. No one celebrates Halloween
like Salem! Please contact Betty Mencucci at
568-8449 if you are interested. BH&PS is promoting this Conway bus trip and we will receive a
percentage of the money taken in.

BH&PS is promoting this once-in-a-lifetime tour to
Pasadena, California. You will see the floats in their
final stages of decorating and witness a performance
by bands that will perform in the parade. On New
Year’s Eve there will be a special New Year’s party
with a dinner, dance, live entertainment and a champagne toast. On New Year’s Day there will be reserved seating at the Tournament of Roses Parade.
There are opportunities for optional tours including a
trip to Hollywood, the Queen Mary and Las Vegas.
The tour departs on December 29, 2014 and returns
on January 2, 2015. You will not have to do any driving, as the tour includes a pickup in Burrillville. A
representative from Collette Tours will make a presentation about this tour at our April meeting at 7:30.
Don’t miss this once-in-a-lifetime chance to be part of
a very special New Year’s celebration! The cost is
about $2000. For more details please call Betty at
568-8449 or send an email to bmencucci@cox.net.

From the Woonsocket Patriot. March 13,
1857. We presume the experience of everybody
thereabouts during the past week has convinced them
that March is not spring. From three to four inches
of snow fell on Monday night and mid-winter
weather has ruled since! About four inches of snow
fell on Wednesday night. Some sleighs were out
yesterday.

WANTED !
Information on this home in Pascoag
The postcard was purchased on ebay. It was
sent from Pascoag and addressed to Mrs.
Oscar Lapham, Box 117, North Plymouth,
Mass. The back is written with the following:
"We arrived home safely at eleven thirty.
Felt pretty tired yesterday. This is a view of
our home with my wash woman and maid
standing out front. Come and see us soon.
Love to all. Kate”
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Attention! Teddy Bear Lovers

Donations

BH&PS is holding a very unique event — it’s a
Teddy Bear Faire! It will be a contest in which
members and the public can enter their bears in
various categories to win prizes. The categories
are:
Cutest
Most Loveable
Best Dressed
Best Big Bear
Best Small Bear
Most Unusual
Fiercest
Most Ancient
Happiest
Most Intelligent

Dick Farnum – 8 ft. length of trolley track.
Michael Toscani donated a 1931 calendar in memory of Angelo and Marilyn Toscani. The business name on the calendar is A. X. McCarthy,
Depot Square, Pascoag.
Archie and Carolyn Sherman- “A Wind to Shake
the World, The Story of the 1938 Hurricane;”
issues of R.I. Magazines (March, April, Nov
1994) and several volumes of R. I. History Magazine.

Ebay Purchases
One postcard and one letterhead from Akela Mills,
Pascoag.

There will be a grand prize for the best bear in the
show. The entry fee is $1.00 per bear; you may enter as many bears as you like. (No bear may compete in more than one category). The event will be
held on Saturday, May 31st. Bears can be brought
in between 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. and the judging will begin at 1:00. Everybody who comes will
be allowed to vote for their favorites. Prizes will be
awarded at the conclusion of the show. Each prize
will be a unique teddy bear-themed gift. We will be
selling teddy bears that day as well as other bearthemed crafts. We will also have a penny social, a
book sale and bake sale that day. We are seeking
donations of bear-related items to sell or to use as
prizes. This event is for bear lovers of all ages!
Please come and enter your bear, or come and have
fun being a judge.

Other Donations
Book, “The Rhode Island Home Front in the Civil
War Era.
Book, “Shadow Soldiers of the Confederacy” by
John D. Caulfield and Talley Bailey, donated by
Talley Bailey.
BH&PS earns money from DINO’S and IGA
slips. BH&PS receives a percentage of the total.

Drop them off at the Jesse M. Smith Library, mail
them or bring them to a meeting. Proceeds are used
to preserve our archives!

The Cemetery Committee meets
on the first Monday of each month
at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome
to attend. There are many ways
to become involved.

Moss Wanted for Cemetery
We are looking to create a ground cover in a shady
area in the Howard Avenue Cemetery. We believe
that if we could dig up
moss from someplace,
we could transplant it in
the cemetery.
This
would create a ground
cover that would thrive
in the shade and would
require little maintenance. Please contact us if you have moss on your
property that we could remove.

March is Membership Month
Please support BH&PS by renewing your membership. Ask a friend to join. An individual
membership is $10.00 and a family membership
is $15.00. There are other categories; see the
enclosed sheet.
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Saving Bathsheba by Kent Spottswood
Thanks to last summer's blockbuster supernatural thriller, The Conjuring, almost
everyone in town—if not the entire country—has heard of Bathsheba Sherman. According to the movie, Bathsheba was a witch, a child killer, and a suicide who turned
into a demon after death.
The Conjuring is said to be based on the files of a demon-hunting couple from Connecticut, Ed and Lorraine Warren, best known for their role in The Amityville Horror.
In The Conjuring, the Warrens come to the rescue of a family under supernatural siege
in their 18th century farmhouse in Burrillville's Round Top neighborhood.
In the movie, Bathsheba Sherman, who supposedly hanged herself on the property
many years before, is blamed for the worst of the attacks. Spoiler alert—the tale ends
happily after the Warrens drive Bathsheba back to the underworld.
While The Conjuring is pure fantasy aimed at captivating the school vacation crowd,
Bathsheba Sherman was very real. The accusations heaped on her 128 years after her
death raise important questions about how we treat the people who lived and died before our time.
The real Bathsheba appears to be far from a figure of evil. She first saw light in
1812, the seventh and youngest child of Ephraim Thayer, who came to Burrillville
from Braintree, Mass. She grew up near Ironmine and West Ironstone roads, a short
walk from the home of her uncle, Dr. Enoch Thayer. Dr. Thayer is said to have run a
smallpox asylum near Douglas Pike.
Bathsheba married well, if a bit late, tying the knot on her 32nd birthday at Vernon
Stiles' inn in Thompson, Conn. Her new husband, Judson Sherman, owned a respectable farm off Collins Taft Road near Round Top. She and Judson suffered the loss of
three children to childhood disease. Their fourth, Herbert Leander Sherman, survived
to adulthood and later made his home at what has since become the state fishing area
on Round Top Road. He eventually moved out of state.
Judson died in 1881. Bathsheba then married Benjamin F. Greene of Lincoln, probably for mutual support in the days before Social Security. She kept the name Sherman
and was buried beside Judson in Riverside Cemetery, Harrisville, after her death from
a stroke in 1885. As befits a devout member of the First Baptist Church, her funeral
service was officiated by the Rev. Abraham Holley Granger, a leading light of the
Baptist creed in Rhode Island and a founder of Burrillville's Berean Baptist Church.
Her obituary says Bathsheba was the last of her line.
Although Bathsheba Sherman left no descendants in town, she ended up with an undeserved legacy. At some point, possibly during the 1970s, she became a "legend," a
demon, a witch, the descendant of a Salem witch, a Satanist who sold her soul to preserve her beauty, a child killer who inserted a needle into an infant's skull and got
away with it at the inquest, a cruel mistress, a suicide who hanged herself from a tree
on the Arnold property, and finally a member of the Arnold family itself.
None of these myths applies to the Bathsheba Sherman we know from history. In
some cases, particularly the genealogy, the allegations are simply wrong. But in others, the values reflected in the myths point to more recent origins, particularly the
1960s and '70s. The evidence suggests that Bathsheba the Witch was a modern invention. Before that, the record shows she was just an ordinary resident of a busy
neighborhood close by the Massachusetts border.
Today, in Riverside Cemetery, Bathsheba Sherman rests beneath a headstone
cracked and in need of permanent repair. After the battering she received in film, in
print, and on websites that purport to tell "the true story" behind The Conjuring, her
reputation also needs permanent repair. The headstone may prove to be the easier job.
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1777 Victory Hwy.
Glendale, RI 02826
(401) 568-8449
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Denice Mitchell
41 Merrimac Road
N. Smithfield, RI
02896
(401) 769-8174
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Rose Shaw
725 Wallum Lake Rd.
Pascoag, RI 02859
(401) 568-8872
Treasurer
Mabel Hopkins
175 Cherry Farm Road
Harrisville, RI 02830
(401) 568-4548
Directors
Shirley Richard
611 South Main St.
Pascoag, RI 02859
(401) 568-6295

John Shaw
725 Wallum Lake Rd.
Pascoag, RI 02859
(401) 568-8872

Nancy Greene
PO Box 824
Douglas, MA 01516
(508) 476-5427
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