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Packed Audience at Uncle Ronnie’s for Spring Lake Slideshow
On Monday, July 14th a large audience assembled at Uncle Ronnie’s Red Tavern to
view an in-depth slideshow on the history
of Spring Lake. This was a special fundraiser for the Society which also included a
chicken buffet. Old home movies of people having fun at Spring Lake beach were
shown as guests arrived. Anybody that has
a connection with the Lake came to see the
show including guests from Bellingham
and North Providence. It was a wonderful
evening. The dinner was great, and the people had fun reminiscing and remembering
the good times. Everyone left with a better
Large crowd enjoying old memories of Spring Lake
appreciation of the history of Spring Lake.
That evening we did not know that the
Burrillville town council had already voted to demolish the old Herring Pond Hotel. They hired an engineer
and an architect to study the building and it was determined that it could be restored but it was cheaper to
demolish the old building and build a new one. Because it is an historic building, the executive board would
like to see the building restored. See page 4 to read about its colorful history.
******************************

and tales of strange happenings in
President’s Message Burrillville.
We are planning cemetery tours
******************************
for this fall but no dates have been
We have several exciting meet- set. They will be advertised in the
ings coming up this fall. Don’t Bargain Buyer. Please call me if
miss the September 23rd meet- you are interested.
ing where Kenneth Proudfoot
This is your last chance to sign up
will be giving a preview of his for the Halloween in Salem bus tour
film, “The Amazing Life & which will be held on Sunday, Oct
Times of Austin T. Levy: Vi- 19th. The cost is $40.00 per person.
sionary Entrepreneur.”
The Executive Board is saddened
At our October meeting, Kent with the Town Council’s vote to deSpottswood will be presenting molish the historic Herring Pond
Tales of “Boorrillville.” This Hotel at Spring Lake. We have
will consist of legends, folklore started a petition. 1
If you would like

more information, please contact
me.
Betty Mencucci

Meetings
Tues., Sept. 23 – Slideshow on
Austin T. Levy, presented by
Kenneth Proudfoot, 7:00 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 28. Tales of Boorrillville by Kent Spottswood,
7:00 pm.
Tues., Dec. 3. Holiday Party/
Potluck/Meeting 6:00 p.m.
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Cemetery Conservation Report
At the end of July we began working in Cemetery
#22 on Central Avenue. There are members of the
Williams family buried there, direct descendants of
Roger Williams; one of them is a Civil War soldier. Some stones in this cemetery were sunk in
leaf litter 6-8 inches. Several missing stones were
discovered in the far corner of the cemetery in a
group. We had to make 5 bases in this cemetery as
the original brownstone bases were broken and had
missing pieces. A community service worker
raked the cemetery before we began conservation
work.
On August 29th work began at Cemetery #93 on
Rock Avenue near the dam at Pascoag Reservoir.
This is a beautiful cemetery overlooking the waters
of Union Pond. At first inspection, there appeared
to be one monument and 2 gravestones to reset;
but the landowner cleaned and raked the cemetery,
and in the process unearthed stones that had been
buried for over 40 years. The first challenge was
to lift the 700 pound granite monument and put it
back on its base. We dug around the monument to
secure straps to it and used the tripod to lift it. On
the back side of the monument are two inscriptions
which are not in the state database. We also found
the 2 original marble gravestones that were erected
before the granite monument was put up which included more detailed death dates. They are:
Cyrus Logee, Esq. Died March 1, 1853. Aged 74
years, 1 month & 19 days. Hannah Logee, wife of
Cyrus Logee, Esq. Died August 10, 1806. Aged
29 years, 9 month & 20 days. The large slate
gravestone of Mr. Tertullus Tucker was leaning
33o downhill toward Union Pond. The stone was
dug up and lifted with the tripod and held secure
while we dug a deeper hole and removed a root
that was wrapping around the slate stone.
Cyrus Logee,
Esq. (left) and
his wife
Hannah (right).
The information
on these stones
has not been
recorded in the
state database.

Carlo Mencucci is using the tripod to lift a 700 pound granite
monument at Cemetery #93, Rock Avenue, Pascoag

Betty Mencucci is using
the tripod to lift the slate
gravestone of Mr.
Tertullus Tucker at
Cemetery #93.
The stone is 67” tall and
was leaning 33o.
The price of $15.05 is
carved in the bottom
portion of the stone.

Old Camp Comfort, Herring Pond
Photo donated by Lois Tarble of Manville, RI
Most of the men are dressed up in their suits in front of this
small wooden shack with tarpaper roof. Some of the men are
drinking, others are ready for fishing and one of them is eating
watermelon. The kayak has the name of the camp printed on
it. Does anyone know where Camp Comfort was located?
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Annual Open House

Donations
Connie Lemonde – gave us a scanned copy of a
photo of her grandparents, Alice and Gerard
Lemonde at Spring Lake, making a stop there on
their way back from their honeymoon in Quebec.

Yard Sale, Book Sale,
Bake Sale
Saturday, October 11, 2014
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Bob Gagnon - Book of newspaper clippings of
Bridgeton/Pascoag Cub Scout programs 19501953.

Open House/Bake Sale/Book Sale
will be held rain or shine.

Glocester Heritage Society – Town of Burrillville
Geography school book, Burrillville Temperance
booklet, paper about Buck Hill.

Yard Sale Rain date:
Sunday, October 12th

Dominique Poirier – scanned copies of some Spring
Lake photos.

We need yard sale items, baked
goods and people to help on the day
of the sale. Please Volunteer!

Lois Tarble - 3 Burrillville Postcards
Chris Dale – copies of old newspaper articles about
Herring Pond obtained from online newspapers.

September Meeting Features Slideshow
about Austin T. Levy
by Kenneth Proudfoot

BH&PS earns money from DINO’S and IGA
slips. BH&PS receives a percentage of the total.

He is the writer, producer and director for the
documentary, The Amazing Life & Times of Austin
T. Levy, Visionary Entrepreneur, now filming at
sites in Burrillville, Rhode Island; Nassau, on the
island of New Providence, Bahamas; and on the
island of Eleuthera, Bahamas. The film will premiere in Harrisville, RI in December, 2014. The
film will be broadcast by PBS Rhode Island.
Kenneth Proudfoot is an entrepreneur, author,
teacher, musician, filmmaker, and gyotaku print
artist. He is a strategic marketing consultant, and
grant writer for schools and non-profit organizations. For more information, go to
www.austintlevy.com

Drop them off at the Jesse M. Smith Library, mail
them or bring them to a meeting. Proceeds are used
to preserve our archives!

Upcoming Events
Halloween Bazaar
Saturday, October 25th, 9 - 3 p.m.

Holiday Bazaar
Continued from page 4
The Hotel was used a bath house and gatehouse to
the beach. Henry Lapan became owner of the beach
around 1920 and the old hotel was used as Lapan’s bath
house. A giant toboggan waterslide was built adjacent
to the hotel. The hotel was used as a gatehouse by subsequent owners, George Poirier, Richard Poirier and
George Stearns. The old hotel is the oldest building on
the beach and has always been a landmark on the beach
throughout its rich and colorful history.

Saturday, November 15 and 22
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
We need donations of crafts, homemade
gifts, baked goods and items for our
penny social and Thanksgiving Food
Basket.
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The Herring Pond Hotel by Betty Mencucci
In 1894 Silas Harding owned most of the land at the beach including the old hotel or tavern.
He advertised that he had a new dance hall, pavilion, merry-go-round, shooting gallery, sleeping rooms, bath houses, bathing
suits, boats, etc. He sold pop, beer,
soda, confectionery, cigars and
canned goods. He sold and leased
camping grounds and advertised
horsekeeping.
The hotel was the oldest and
largest building on the beach. It
was the hub of activity when
Herring Pond was a summer resort destination. In July 1903
1000 to 1500 people visited the
beach on a Sunday. It was a big
destination for church picnics.
People came by barge, party wagons, or by trolley dropping them off near the Methodist
church in Glendale and then walking the rest of the way. Orchestras performed, people took
rides on steamboats and they had big clam bakes. The hotel has connections to the Great
Western Hotel and Bottling Works in Nasonville. In 1906 Silas Harding leased the tavern to
McManus and Meade of the Great Western Hotel. They ran the hotel or tavern and sold drinks
from their bottling works, the Nasonville Bottling works. They also sold ice cream.
The hotel served as a hub of communication to campers and cottage owners on the
beach before the roads were built. In 1906 the Herring Pond Land Co. controlled much of
the beach and leased land to the Rocheleau family. The Rocheleau’s built the very first cottage
on the lake and had to haul everything from Woonsocket to the main beach and then across the
water by boat to build their cottage since there was no road there. Several other cottages were
built after that. A meat wagon came to the beach three times a week and the tavern keeper at
the hotel would blow a horn and the people would row over and make their purchases. There
was even a special code for certain residents. For example if the tavern keeper blew his horn
three times it meant that guests or some supplies had arrived for the Rocheleau’s. The Rocheleau’s would acknowledge the signal with 3 blasts.
The hotel/tavern was frequented by the Italian quarry workers every evening. The Italian quarry workers at Herring Pond lived in tarpaper shacks. They worked in quarries on the
west side of the beach cutting granite curb stones. They would row across the beach every
night to go to the tavern playing the guitar and singing in their native tongue.
The hotel/tavern was a gathering place for large groups and clubs. In 1908 there is a
photo of the Woonsocket Retail Liquor Dealer’s Association at the hotel. The photo shows
hundreds of people standing in front of the building, all over the roof and the porches. Some of
Woonsocket’s best known citizens were in attendance.
The Hotel was Raided for Illegal Liquor in 1910. In July 1910 the hotel was in the news
with the headlines, “Raid at Herring Pond.” A large quantity of beer and liquor was taken from
the barroom conducted at that resort. The sheriff arrived between 10 and 11 o’clock and began
to despoil the saloon and its fixtures and contents. The raid was successful in that they found
contraband goods sufficient to fill a two horse wagon, a single lumber wagon and a democrat
wagon.
John Hey was the next owner and in 1916 he leased to Henry Lapan and Patrick Maher, the
“hotel” building at Herring Pond on the southeast corner of the beach along with the following
goods and chattels in the building: one chance wheel, one counter, one cupboard, one large ice
box and sold the cigars, tobacco, confectionery, ice cream, fruit sodas and mineral waters from
the soda fountain. They also had the right to let boats and canoes upon the waters of Herring
Pond. No intoxicating liquors were to be sold on the leased premises. During the late 1800s
Herring Pond had been a lively wild place with competitive shooting and too much drinking.
This was no longer allowed. The Herring Pond Resort rivaled that of Rocky Point. Thousands
of people attended and they had clam bakes and shore dinners. (continued on page 3)
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