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Civil War Monument Planned
The Society is planning to install a Civil War monument on the
grounds of the Bridgeton School in 2015. This idea came about when
Warren Carpenter, a great grandson of Joseph Taylor, (a Civil War
veteran from Burrillville and Medal of Honor winner), came to visit us
at the Civil War Expo (see the June issue of The Historian).
Joseph Taylor is buried in the Edson Cemetery in Lowell, MA.
Because his headstone was broken, the cemetery removed the stone
and replaced it with a new one. We asked them what would happen to
the broken stone and were informed that it would be thrown away or
destroyed. Warren drove to the Edson Cemetery in October and was
given his great grandfather’s old headstone. He then transported it to
the Bridgeton School and gave it to the Society. Currently, there is no
monument in this town to honor the soldiers who fought in the Civil
War. Since the top part of the stone with the inscription is intact, we
have decided to use it to make a memorial to Joseph Taylor and all
soldiers who fought in the Civil War from the town of Burrillville.
The memorial will include a larger piece of granite with historical information on it. We will be looking at funding sources to make this
happen and would appreciate donations from members, veterans, and
any interested groups or individuals.
******************************

Taylor Civil War monument. No
President’s Message date has been set yet.
The Cemetery Committee is look******************************
ing into the possibility of restoring
The Society has approved plans the Sayles-Cooke Cemetery behind
to put up a sign in front our CVS in Pascoag. This is a difficult
building stating that the Bridge- undertaking, because there are three
ton School is the home of the very tall monuments in this cemeBurrillville Historical & Preser- tery that need work - one of them
vation Society. The sign will being 14 feet high. The job also inlook similar to the one in front cludes creating access to the cemeof the Assembly Building in tery and delicately removing 5 large
Harrisville.
trees growing up alongside some of
In 2015 we are planning to the monuments. We are in the
hold a special memorial cele- process of getting estimates.
1
bration to unveil the Joseph
We now have 2 Facebook pages.

Joseph Taylor gravestone

Search for Burrillville Historical
& Preservation Society for news
and upcoming events. Search for
Burrillville Historical Cemetery
Committee for news about
Burrillville’s cemeteries.
Tell
your friends to “Like” us on
Facebook. Happy Holidays!
Betty Mencucci
Meetings
Tues., Jan. 27 – Meeting, 7:00
p.m.
Tues., Feb. 24. – Meeting, 7:00
p.m.
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Cemetery Conservation Report

Cemetery Report

Gravestone conservation has been completed in
Cemetery #25, the Othniel Young lot on Sherman
Farm Road. During the summer a lot of work was
done to prepare this site for conservation work. A
heavy growth of brush was removed along the perimeter of the cemetery which was invading the
iron fence. Brush, briars, poison ivy and tall
grasses were removed inside the cemetery. Conservation work included repairing broken stones,
constructing 2 new bases and resetting all the
stones. When that was complete, the sods were
dug up and then a hand tiller was used to loosen
the soil. Finally, “no mow” grass seed was
planted. This is a combination of 6 fescue grasses
that grow very slowly and require very little mowing. Preparing the soil was very labor-intensive
and we only had time to plant grass in half the
cemetery. There are 5 burials in the lot, all on the
south side. In the past there were other burials in
this cemetery, but the remains have been removed
to another cemetery.

The cemetery committee has cleaned a number of
cemeteries this fall. On November 1st the group
gathered to clean the Keach Lot, Cemetery 105.
This is where Horace Keach is buried, the author
of Burrillville As It Is and As It Was. Most of the
stones in this small lot have fallen over. It is earmarked for conservation work next year.

Betty Mencucci plants “No Mow” grass seed in the
Othniel Young Lot.

Henry Duquette removing a pine tree in the Keach Lot,
Cemetery 105.

On November 10th Cemetery #77, the Smith Lot,
was cleaned. This is a small cemetery located near
Colwell Road. Then on November 16th Cemetery
#50, the Wilson Lot, was cleaned. This cemetery
is in a beautiful location overlooking Wilson’s
Reservoir. Because of its location, this cemetery
has suffered significant vandalism.
Cemetery #118, the Sayles-Cooke Lot behind
CVS in Pascoag, was scheduled to be cleaned on
November 30 but a layer of snow on the ground
made it impossible to finish. Another cleaning
will be scheduled in the spring.

Seneca N. Smith
Born: Oct. 18, 1838
Brother of Dennis
Hunt Smith.
Served in the
Civil War,
Co. D, 4th Reg.
RI Infantry
Sept 4, 1861 Oct 15, 1864.

Seneca N. Smith

Died April 13, 1895;
Buried in the Smith
Lot in Cemetery #21
in Mapleville.

Cemetery #50 overlooking Wilson’s Reservoir.
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Herring Pond Hotel Will Be Demolished
Our efforts to persuade the Burrillville Town
Council to preserve the Herring Pond Hotel have
failed. Letters were sent and we appeared before
the council twice, advocating for preservation of
the old building. The Rhode Island Historical
Preservation & Heritage Commission submitted a
report that said the old hotel had historic significance locally but would not be eligible to be
placed on the National Register. We stressed its
local history and submitted a petition with over
200 signatures. Our pleas to save the building fell
on deaf ears and our petition was ignored by the
Town Council. No date has been set for the demolition but one day next year the old hotel will disappear forever.

Donations
Elinor Dykstra – 1840 pewter coffee urn and teapot; mortar and pestle from Granger & Smith Drug
Store; old Smith family photo album; Seneca N.
Smith pension documents; Smith Family Bible;
Recollections of Bertha Marana (Smith) Chase;
Hiram Salisbury article and Smith family letters.
Mortar and pestle
belonged to the Granger &
Smith Drug Store in
Harrisville in 1880,
a partnership between
Dr. Edward V. Granger
and George Fowles Smith.

Pewter coffee
urn and teapot

175th Anniversary of Baptist Church
On November 15 several BH&PS members attended the 175th Anniversary of the Pascoag Community Baptist Church on Church Street. Pastor
Bryan Speroni included a history of the church
during the service. Church artifacts were on display including the First Pulpit Bible dated 1854,
early offering plates, and the original church records from 1812-1912. The book describes it as
“The Church of Christ in Burrillville ... under the
improvement of John Colby a preacher of the gospel in the state of Vermont.” Some of the first
names recorded in the church records included
Duty Salisbury, (mentioned on page 4) William
Rhodes, (privateer during the American Revolution and founder of Rhodesville, later called
Harrisville) and Othniel Young, Jr. (buried at
Cemetery #25 on Sherman Farm Road).

given as a wedding
present to Dennis H.
Smith and Marana
Salisbury when they
were married on
January 1, 1842.
The items are stamped Leonard, Reed & Barton.

BH&PS earns money from DINO’S and IGA
slips. BH&PS receives a percentage of the total.

Drop them off at the Jesse M. Smith Library, mail
them or bring them to a meeting. Proceeds are used
to preserve our archives!

Camp Comfort
In the September 2014 issue of The Historian there
was a photo of Camp Comfort at Herring Pond. The
camp was mentioned in the following newspaper
article:

2015 Preservation Conference
The Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission (RIHPHC) annual conference
will be held in Glocester this year on Saturday,
April 25th. The daylong conference provides local
preservationists an opportunity to network, share
ideas, present recent projects, and discuss new
challenges. The full details of the conference have
not been decided yet, but there will be a bus tour to
Harrisville. For more info visit,

June 30, 1893. Camp Comfort, Herring Pond will
be open for the reception of visitors from
tomorrow until Tuesday noon. Open house and
hospitality is the rule here.
The Cemetery Committee now meets on the
first Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend. There are
many ways to become involved.

http://www.preservation.ri.gov/conference
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Smith-Salisbury Collection by Betty Mencucci
During our Holiday Bazaar, Elinor Dykstra donated a number of items belonging to the
Smith and Salisbury families. The family genealogy is described below with information on their lives.
Dennis7 Hunt Smith, son of Seneca6 Smith (Duty 5, Daniel4, Elisha3, John2, John1, married Marana Hawkins Salisbury, daughter
of Moses Brown Salisbury (Duty5, Edward4, Jonathan3, Cornelius2, William1). Marana is the great granddaughter of Edward4
Salisbury, one of Burrillville’s early settlers. In 1856 Horace
Keach wrote about Edward Salisbury in his book titled,
Burrillville As It Is and As It Was. Edward settled near Herring
Pond (Spring Lake) and when the alarm sounded, he left home to
fight in the Revolution.
Dennis Hunt Smith was a stonemason, a builder and a farmer.
He was born in Burrillville 18 Feb 1818 and died in Burrillville
27 April 1890, age 71 yrs 2 months 9 days, and is buried in
Cemetery #21 on Victory Highway in Mapleville. He married 2
Moses Brown
Jan. 1842 Marana Hawkins Salisbury and had 5 children:
Salisbury,
Merrick, Adelbert, William, Irving and George.
Marana’s father
Their youngest child, George Fowles Smith, was born in
Burrillville 28 Oct. 1855 and died in Uxbridge 5 Nov. 1932;
married Laura Etta Lee 7 August 1881 at Round Top, Burrillville. They had 4 children in Uxbridge: Irving, Earl, Bertha,
and Vara. Bertha Marana Smith wrote her “Recollections”
about life while growing up and stories about her father.
Since George was the youngest child, Dennis and Marana
decided to give him a chance at a different career than farming;
so they scraped and saved to send him to a business school in
Providence. He had enough money for 6 months but somehow
ran out of money in a month and had to return home. Shortly
after returning from business school he engaged in a fun
business venture that was short-lived. He teamed up with Dr.
Edward V. Granger and ran a drug store called Granger &
Smith. According to George Fowles Smith’s daughter, the drug
store was an excuse to sell liquor. On July 9, 1880 an article was George Fowles Smith
Age 19
printed about the business in the newspaper, “The addition to Messrs.
Granger & Smith’s Store is now finished, but the work of renovating
the interior is still far from completed. Four hundred pieces of new shelf ware have been ordered and when everything is done according to the plan of the proprietors, this will be about
as complete a pharmaceutical establishment as can be found outside the larger cities.” In Oc-

tober 1880 they owed money and the sheriff was ordered to attach their goods and chattels in the amount of $600. Here is a partial list of the items: 2 showcases, 16 boxes
cigars, 2 pairs scales, 156 quart bottles and contents, 3 jugs mineral water, 25 bottles
Lundburg perfumes partially full, 11 fancy cologne bottles, 1 box fancy soap, 10 pieces
beeswax, 13 hair brushes, 2 packages lozenges, 37 small vials medicine, 2 packages
bird seed, 16 bottles flavoring, 1 jug of Rose Water, 48 bottles Porter, 33 barrels ale, 8
bottles Cod Liver Oil, 9 kegs Liquor, 64 bottles medicine, 6 bottles Bernies worm lozenges, 50 bottles soothing syrup, 5 bottles hop bitters, 2 mortars and pestles. George
served as Justice of Peace for Burrillville in 1879 and 1880. For many years he lived in
Methuen, MA.
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