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Rhode Island Doughboy in WWI
At the January meeting, Robert Grandchamp gave an exciting presentation about Rhode Island soldiers in World War I. He was not present
during the meeting and we were all wondering when our guest speaker
would come. Just as the meeting ended, we heard footsteps at the back
door and Robert burst through the door fully dressed in a World War I
uniform complete with rifle and gas mask. He then proceeded to explain
parts of the soldier’s uniform, armaments and accoutrements as well as
life in the trenches, the use of poisonous gas, the food the soldiers ate
and all aspects of the soldier’s life during that time. Mr. Grandchamp
entertained the group with anecdotes and details of military life in WWI.
He is a Civil War historian receiving his M.A. in American history from
Rhode Island College. Mr. Grandchamp is the author of 7 books
including “The Seventh Rhode Island Infantry in the Civil War.”

BH&PS to hold Spring Open House,
Book Sale and Membership Drive
Saturday, March 20 (See page 2 for details)
******************************

cemeteries. Please consider doPresident’s Message nating to this special fund. If you
****************************** are unable to donate, perhaps
you’d like to volunteer a few
On Saturday, March 20 we are
hours of your time to help clean a
planning an Open House /
cemetery or even to Adopt a
Book Sale / Membership
Cemetery. We are also trying to
Drive. It will also serve as a
reach out to the public to increase
kickoff for our new Historical
our membership and invite the
Cemetery Fund. This fund will
public to view our archives. As
be used to purchase equipment
usual we will need volunteers to
to take care of cemeteries and
help staff the building.
also to purchase new signs and
It’s time to renew your mempoles to mark the sites of the
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bership. Please ask a friend to join.
Also, let us know your ideas for
future meetings and events.
Betty Mencucci

Upcoming Meetings/Events
March 23 - First half of Glocester
Movie, “West of the Seven Mile
Line”; Election of Officers.
April 27 - Second half of “West of
the Seven Mile Line”.
May 25 - Spring Lake slideshow
(Part 2)
June 22 - Meeting/Potluck supper
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Cemetery Committee Attends Workshop
Members of our Cemetery Committee attended a
gravestone repair workshop by the Friends of
Smithfield Cemeteries. Last fall, members of the
Friends of Smithfield Cemeteries brought a number of broken gravestones into their workshop and
are now spending the winter repairing them. At
the workshop, they showed us how they repair a
broken gravestone by drilling holes in each half,
inserting rods, applying epoxy and clamping it
together. They also showed us their tools and
specialty equipment to transport stones and provided us with tips and tricks on things they have
learned. The workshop was very informative. It is
one of the goals of our group to start doing some
of this type of repair work in the future.
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Open House / Membership Drive
and Book Sale
at the Bridgeton School
16 Laurel Hill Avenue, Pascoag
Saturday, March 20th
10 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
View the exhibits at the Bridgeton School.
Browse through our historical information.
Come and tell us your schoolhouse memories.
Find out what membership is all about!
Learn about our Adopt-A-Cemetery Program.
Contribute to the Historical Cemetery Fund.
Buy a good book to read.

We are starting a Historical Cemetery Fund
to purchase tools and equipment to care for
our historical cemeteries and also to
purchase new signs and posts.

Friends of Smithfield Cemeteries demonstrating
how to repair a broken gravestone
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Video documentary by
Betty and Carlo Mencucci

Fountain Square, Pascoag looking up High Street showing the bank, “Industrial Trust Company” and the Union
Mill (present site of Dunkin’ Donuts). Notice the fountain with tall pole to mount an electric light.

Will be shown in two parts:
March 23 and April 27

March is Membership Month.

following 7:00 p.m. meeting

Please send in your dues today !

The first part consists of Glocester’s early
history from the 1600s to the Revolutionary
War and the Dorr Rebellion. The second part
is a tour through Glocester’s villages.

Burrillville Tax Books 1807 - 1856
have been digitized
This information will be available at the Bridgeton
School and the Jesse M. Smith Library soon.
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I. O. O. F. Granite Lodge #33 Closes

Donations

The International Order of Odd Fellows Granite
Lodge #33 has closed permanently. Their headquarters was located in a building on Rt. 100 just
north of the Bridgeton School. I. O. O. F member
Dick Farnum wanted to make sure the history of the
lodge was preserved and donated some of their
artifacts to BH&PS. The donations are listed to the
left.
The 5 wooden chairs are elaborately carved with
red plush material on the seat and seat back. The
largest chair was for the “Grand” to sit in and
conduct meetings. There are two slightly smaller
chairs that would have been placed on either side of
the “Grand” and then two even smaller chairs on
either side of those. There is a podium about 3 feet
tall with a marble top that was used by the “Grand”
to pound the gavel on when voting on motions at
meetings. We have the records of their meetings,
membership and finances beginning when the lodge
opened in 1874. The membership records are interesting because they contain members’ occupations.
They also indicate when a member was sick or
injured since the Odd Fellows paid out sick benefits.
The two wooden ballot boxes are carved pieces of
wood each having a drawer that contained marbles.
It was used to vote whether or not a new candidate
would become a member. A black ball indicated
that someone disapproved of that candidate joining
the Odd Fellows. There are photos of past leaders
that had been in the basement and were wet and
moldy. We are trying to preserve some of these
images. In the basement of the Odd Fellows lodge
there was china service for about 300 that was used
for their dinners. Most of it is imprinted with the
I.O.O.F logo. We are preserving a small selection

Odd Fellows - Granite Lodge #33
5 ceremonial chairs
podium with marble top
2 wooden ballot boxes
Financial and Membership books
Assortment of I.O.O.F chinaware
Silver pitcher
Silver cup awarded to Arbutus Rebekah Lodge
#20 during 1936 parade
Photo of Albert H. Sayles
Photos of past Odd Fellows leaders
Framed I.O.O.F Roll of Honor
5 ceremonial staffs plus a shield
Robert Brooks Bryant, Agawam, MA - photos of
his father in WWI with written history.
Mike Karolyshyn - let us scan Spring Lake photos
taken in the 1930s.

Keep saving those Dino’s and IGA
sales slips! BH&PS receives a percentage
of the total. Drop them off at the Jesse M.
Smith Library, mail them or bring them to a
meeting. Proceeds are used to preserve our
archives! Remember, we are also collecting
used ink cartridges.

Spring Lake Slideshow at the
Museum of Work and Culture
The slideshow titled “Herring Pond, Now
Spring Lake” was shown at the Museum of
Work and Culture in Woonsocket as part of
their Ranger Days series on January 31 with
over 80 people attending. This is the third time
this slideshow has been presented, each time to
a large audience.
February Meeting
The group calling themselves “The Rhode Island Society for
the Examination of Unusual Phenomenon” gave an interesting presentation at the February Meeting. They told us
about their recent investigations and played some audio
recordings. They agreed to come back if there is interest.
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Five chairs donated by I.O.O.F
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Harrisville and Pascoag Fountains by Betty Mencucci
Back in the days of the horse and buggy, it was a great convenience to have a
fountain in the town which would serve as a place to water your horse while traveling.
During the summer of 1891 the town decided to purchase a fountain and place it in
Pascoag Square. In August of that year an iron fountain was purchased for $135.00
from Henry F. Jenks of Pawtucket. The water supply came from the flume at Union
Mill (near the site of present day Dunkin’ Donuts) by a one inch lead pipe with
permission from Mr. Albert L. Sayles, mill owner. They just just started to dig a trench
to the water supply when they struck solid ledge. This was the same ledge that
extended under the bank, the wing of the mill, as well as buildings along South Main
Street. That ledge can still be seen today at Dunkin’ Donuts. After striking ledge, the
trench was filled in and another one was started on the other side of the street.
Although no ledge was encountered, they did find boulders and had to deviate the
course of the trench somewhat. They also built an underground drain along Sayles
Avenue to the river. The fountain sat on a stone foundation with a space big enough
for a man to crawl underneath to repair water pipes.
The fountain proved to be quite an attraction with fresh clear water bubbling up out
of the mouths of four mythical aquatic figures. There were so many horses drinking
out of it during the day that the basin never filled up. At night it would fill, but the next
morning the level would go down again as four horses at a time would be drinking
while others waited their turn. The intersection had been called Pascoag Square, Post
Office Square or Bank Square. From this point on it would be known as Fountain
Square.
After seeing the success and popularity of the Pascoag
fountain, the people of Harrisville wanted one as well. In
November 1891, Ernest W. Tinkham was put in charge of
purchasing a fountain and having it installed in Harrisville.
But before this could happen, something new and exciting
was taking place in Pascoag. They were putting in an electric
light plant and would be lighting the streets with electricity!
Pascoag decided that they would rather have a different
fountain; one that had a tall iron post extending above the
basin to place an electric lamp on. So they decided to move
the fountain they had just installed to Harrisville, and Pascoag
would purchase a new one. In December 1891 the new
fountain was purchased from Henry F. Jenks for $200.
Mr. Jenks had been manufacturing fountains for about 20 Fountain first installed in
years and it was said that he produced a superior, long-lasting Pascoag and then moved
to Harrisville
product. Every fountain was put together and tested before
shipping and was constructed so that no mechanical skill was
required to set it up. His fountains were made of iron, of extra heavy castings. The
base had a trough for dogs and other small animals. The bowl rested on a column and
was 4 feet 3 inches above the height of the street, a comfortable height for horses to
drink at ease. From the center of the bowl there was an ornamental post used to mount
an electric or gas light. At the base of the post there were four mythological aquatic
figures and from their mouths the water flowed into the bowl. The waterways through
the fountain were constructed so that they would not become clogged nor become
frozen in cold temperatures. The fountain installed in Pascoag had a post 20 feet tall
and when the electric lamp was installed, it stood 24 feet tall. The bowl was 56 inches
in diameter and held 100 gallons.
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